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ALEXIS NUTINI: PRIMORDIAL INK 
January 4 - 25th, 2013 
Opening Reception: First Friday, January 4th, 2013, 6 - 10 PM 
 
Primordial Ink is an exhibition of large-scale relief monoprints by NAPOLEON 
member Alexis Nutini.  Vast landscapes formed by rigorous carving and layering of 
oil-based ink investigate personal and global concerns of origin and displacement. 
 
Alexis Nutini's work focuses on the utilization of process and materials as a means 
to preserve his history and examine the contexts that have given his identity 
meaning. The son of Latin American anthropologists, Nutini grew up exploring 
isolated villages and major metropolitan areas in central Mexico.   Transplanted to 
the United States as an adolescent, he was forced to experience the significance of 
contrasting cultural realities. 
 
Composed with swathes of linear marks, uninterrupted horizons, and delineated 
areas of color, Nutini's images shift from flat graphic space to open pictorial 
landscapes.  Twigs, leaves and flowers suggest emergent organisms.  Scribbles and 
sketches become clouds, meandering rivers and geographic forms.   Capitalizing on 
the graphic force of the relief print, Nutini translates an amalgam of personal source 
materials into a broader context. 
 
In Primordial Ink, Nutini rejects reproduction and indulges a visceral affinity for 
process by creating oversized one-of-a-kind works on paper.  Interested in the 
journey as well as the outcome, he uses a reductive method that requires the block 
to be diminished in order to print subsequent layers.  The invisible subtext, inherent 
in the manipulation of various materials to create a print, becomes a metaphor for 
how we are shaped directly and indirectly by our surroundings. 
 
Alexis Nutini received an MFA in Printmaking from the Tyler School of Art in  
2005, and is a 2001 Fulbright Fellow (Barcelona, Spain). He currently lives in 
Philadelphia and teaches as an Adjunct Professor at the Tyler School of Art in the  
Printmaking Department. His work has been shown both nationally and 
internationally over the past 12 years.  For more information on the artist please go 
to www.alexisnutini.com.  
 
Napoleon’s gallery hours are First Fridays, most Saturday and Sundays from 2-6 PM 
and by appointment. For further information or to contact the gallery, please email 
napoleon.philadelphia@gmail.com. 

    
 
NAPOLEON is a collectively-run project space that strives to provide a platform 
for new work and new ideas.  


